Brief Description

Pluvialis apricariais a medium-sized Palearctic wader which breedsiminental arctic, arctic-
alpine and boreal tundra, but secondarily on teatpeoceanic unenclosed upland moors and
peat-land. In winter, the Golden Plover occupies/ést fields, stubbles, mown grass, close-
grazed pastures, fallows and other farmland of @pemacter including flood-lands. Its breeding
range extends from Iceland to Russia and its wip@rters stretch from Morocco to Asia Minor
including South Europe (Geroudet 1983; Cramp & Sangs1983).

In winter plumage the birds’ sexes are indistingalde. It is mottled brown to golden above
speckled with dull yellow, a white face and undartp with a buff breast. Tail and rump are
dark, eye brown, bill black, legs greenish. Td&dgth 270 mm, wing 190 mm, bill 23 mm,
tarsus 40 mm.
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Shooting & Live-capturing

The golden plover is sought after by few specidlisanters, and even fewer trappers for several
reasons.

In the first instance it is only classified as ‘amon’, by the latest assessment of an authority on
Maltese avifauna (Dr. Natalino Fenech), it can l&¢ on vast flat-land areas only which are few
on the Maltese islands, the period of its migratiocally coincides with bad weather spells
(November to January), and besides other reasarst, importantly the hunter/trapper has to be
very capable in using the golden-plover whistlenitate the bird’s unique calls to attract in
these swiftest of flying birds. This fact also essitates that the hunter be a good marksman and
the trapper even more alert.

“The total European breeding population size ofs tispecies is 460,000-740,000 pairs,
constituting more than half of the global totalrRiife International 2004). The total wintering
population in Europe and North Africa is in exce$®.2. million birds (Wetlands International
2006).

The largest breeding populations in the EU are 8wdd1-12%), Finland (9-11%) and the UK
(8%). While the Swedish population declined durit§90-2000, the Finnish population
increased by a similar amount. The greatest declae been of the relict populations of this
subspecies in Denmark and Lithuania; the Estoriatvian and German part of this subspecies
have, however been stable.

According to Birdlife International (2004), the oa# wintering population in the European
Union trend for this species moderate increasavhile the breeding population trend (1990-
2000) isunknown It is unknown mainly because of lack of knowledgethe trend in Iceland,
which has by far the largest national populatiaridimg 42-54% of the European total. (Norway
has the next largest population with 11-14% oftdtal).

In contrast, the UK wintering population has shawmarked increase over the same period, but
this includes birds from the Icelandic and West {@@mtal population as well as the native
breeding nominate race. The French wintering pdjmras probably increasing-”

Like the Quail and the Turtle-dove, the Golden Blolvas been hunted and trapped in Malta for
centuries, and, again like the Quail and the Twdtee, it still is listed as “a common passage
migrant” over the Maltese islands.

Therefore, it is logical to conclude that Maltesmting and trapping has little or no effect on the
European populations of this bird.

Regarding its global conservation status, the Gollever is classified under thaxon ‘Least
Concern’ by the International Union for the Consgion of Nature (IUCN).

! The European Commission (DG ENV B2) commission&baagement Plan for the Golden Plover 2009 — 2011
(available separately).
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Local Conservation Status and Breeding by diffefarthors

Recorders of bird-life on the Maltese Archipelagitedback to a paper published in Paris by
Godehen de Reville in 1760 entitleBur le passage des Oiseaux de MaHewever, it was
Antonio Schembri (1843) who first compiled a lit\dalta’s birds adding up to 230 species. He
was followed by C. A. Wright (1864 and after). 1880 the Reverend G. N. Godwin compiled
the works of these two pioneers and of W. C. P.ibt#t W. Grant, Dr. A. L. Adams, Reverend
H. Seddall, Dr. Gavino Gulia G. Mamo, Gaetano TrapBr. A. A. Caruana, and Davidson,
who had all studied Maltese fauna in the nineteeatttury.

Despott was next (1916 and after), followed by JGiiob, who was stationed in Malta between
August 1941 and July 1945. In July 1953 E. Landg®perts published his bodke Birds of
Malta, and in 1969 Dr. C. De Lucca MsCheck-List of the birds of the Maltese Islands.

Joe Sultana, Charles Gauci and M. Beaman authfof@dide to the Birds of Maltam 1975. The
excellent and most comprehensive wdBkds of the Maltese Archipelagby David A.
Bannerman and Joseph A. Vella-Gaffiero appeared9n6. Then again in 1979 the same
Sultana and Gauci came out withG asafarfollowed again by Joe SultanalsG asafar ta’
Malta.

Wright had written: “Only 10 or 12 species are desit, that is remain with us all the year round,
Malta being merely a resting place for birds in ithperiodical migrations across the
Mediterranean.

The latest book on Malta’s avifaukaComplete Guide to the Birds of Malig Natalino Fenech
appeared in September 2010.

In the Breeding Birds of Malta of 1970, Sultana &wlici inform us that “only fourteen species
still breed regularly”.

E. L. Roberts hit the nail on the head in the idtiction to his book he Birds of Malta(1954)
by stating: “Although it would be idle to pretendat the Maltese Islands are of any great
importance ornithologically, their geographical fios renders them very interesting”

150 years ago Wright recorded the Golden Plovdaidy common passage-migrant in autumn
and winter and recorded one example of a bird mrmsar plumage in May.

Roberts also listed the Golden Plover as a “faidgnmon autumn passage-migrant.”

Dr. C. De Lucca in hi&\ Check-List of the birds of the Maltese Islatetsned the Golden Plover
as “A common autumn passage migrant.”

In A Guide to the Birds of Maltéhe authors refer to the Golden Plover: “Commosspge
migrant and winter visitor in smaller numbers.”

In The Birds of the Maltese Archipelagee read that the Golden Plover is a “regular autum
passage migrant”.

Sultana and Gauci ib-G asafarlisted the Golden Plover as passage migrant innautwith a

few staying to winter, and then again Sultand_i® asafar ta’ Maltasays that the bird is
frequent, migrating in autumn with a few that stayvinter especially at the airport grounds.
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Natalino Fenech wrote: “Golden Plovers are commagrants and winter visitors from October
to March.”

The latest and most authoritative population statitgnate for Golden Plover can be found in:

Delany, S., Scott, D., Dodman, T., Stroud, D. (e28D9An Atlas of Wader Populations in
Africa and Western Eurasia. Wetlands Internationggeningen, The Netherlands.

The relative pages on Golden Plover are annex#gdsrdocument.

According to this publication the population on sege through Malta iPluvialis apricaria
altifrons (Northern Europe breeding). This population isagatised as ‘Probably increasing’.

Also in Birds in Europe 2004 the status is giverSesure’.

There is an EU Management Plan for this speciestaagnoderate historical decline in its EU
breeding populationSee page 5.

Executive summary
The Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria is listed é¢mnex |, 11/2 and 111/2 of the EU Birds
Directive as a species for which hunting is peradittThe Golden Plover has been identified as a
bird species with an unfavourable conservation ugtatvithin the EU due to a moderate
historical decline in its EU breeding populationoWever, its pan-European population as a
whole has a favourable conservation status (BimllLiiternational 2004a, b).

Note that this moderate decline is related toRhevialis apricaria apricariapopulation which
does not pass through Malta.
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Extracts from Commission Reporting — Derogationscie 9

2004 (Derogated for capture of Golden Plover)

Malta

Only a few derogations were issued, but each oféperts are covering thousands of licenses
and two different derogation reports are apparectilyering the same licenses. For the hunting
of Quail Coturnix coturnixand Turtle DoveStreptopelia turturwith firearms were 11,759
licenses issued and for trapping Quail, Turtle Ddvelden PlovePluvialis apricariaand Song
ThrushTurdus philomelosvere 4699 licenses issued. Single licenses coverd species and

it is not quite evident how many individuals of bapecies the report actually covers.

2005 (Did not derogate for capture of Golden Plovegr
Malta

Only one derogation has been issued for grantindice®ises for the capture for ringing of

14.420 individuals belonging to “all species ofdvilirds occurring in the Maltese islands”. The
number of individuals concerned for each specidistisd in a specific annex. However it seems
that most of the species listed in the report’'seanmere not captured, as the field in the form is
left empty.

The methods allowed for the capture are “nets” anithird calls”. The motivation furnished for
the activity mentioned is for “the purpose of resbaand teaching” (code 51) and the period is
generally indicated as the whole year.

The remarks’ field is filled out but it does notinate the conditions of risk considered, the
circumstances of time and places under which déimga may be granted and the controls
carried out. It is only limited to a statement tlla¢ Birds Directive foresees a derogations
regime (“this activity has been permitted by detoga from Articles 5(a), 5(d), 8(1) in
connection with Annex IV (a) of the Council Direati 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild
Birds”).

The following most derogated species are not ligtatie Birds directive annexes:

- Erithacus rubecul@760 individuals

- Passer hispaniolensisd42 individuals
- Sylvia borin1384 individuals

- Hirundo rustical339 individuals

- Phylloscopus collybit@13 individuals
- Phylloscopus sibilatriX689 individuals
- Sylvia atricapilla553 individuals

- Sylvia melanocephalal3 individuals.

Based on the provided information none of the ihligls affected by a derogation has been
killed.

The report from Malta uses the Commission’s forarad none of the derogations is in conflict
with the species conservation measures.
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2006 (Did not derogate for capture of Golden Plovér
Malta

The report from Malta uses the Commission’s formassuing just two derogation: one for the
capture for ringing individuals belonging to “ajpexies of wild birds occurring in the Maltese
islands”; one for the hunting of several individuaf Coturnix coturnixandStreptopelia turtur

As the reports of past years (2004 and 2005), daobgation covers more than one license and
the second derogation grants thousands of lic§i$e430).

The remarks’ field is filled out but it does notinate the conditions of risk considered, the
circumstances of time and places under which démta may be granted and the controls
carried out. It is only stated that the Birds Diree foresees a derogations regime (“this activity
has been permitted by derogating from Articles,3&), 8(1) in connection with Annex IV (a)
of the Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the Cons&oraof Wild Birds”).

With regards to the first derogation, it concer@slitences for capture for ringing with “nets”
and/or “bird calls” methods. Single licenses con®re species and the number of individuals
ringed for each species is listed in a specificeanThe motivation furnished for the activity
mentioned is “the purpose of research and teactang’the period is generally indicated as the
whole year.

The most derogated species for ringing are natdigt the Birds directive annexes:

- Erithacus rubecul@567 individuals

- Sylvia borin1545 individuals

- Passer hispaniolensis384 individuals
- Phylloscopus collybitd 118 individuals
- Phylloscopus sibilatrix015 individuals
- Sylvia communig11 individuals

- Sylvia atricapilla645 individuals

— Sylvia melanocephalé7 individuals.
- Hirundo rustica339 individuals

The second derogation is subject to legal procesdin
2007 (Derogated for capture of Golden Plover)

Malta

In 2007, the Maltese government issued 5 derogation

The first derogation grants 18 licenses for thewapfor ringing of 14.127 individuals belonging
to “all species of wild birds occurring in the Mede islands”. The number of individuals
concerned for each species is listed in a spemifitex. The methods allowed for the capture are
“nets” and/or “bird calls”. The motivation furnistiés for “the purpose of research and teaching”
and the period is the whole year.

The most derogated species are not listed in trasBiirective annexes:
- Erithacus rubecul@719 individuals

- Phylloscopus collybitd 738 individuals

- Passer hispaniolensif091 individuals
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- Sylvia borin978 individuals

- Phylloscopus sibilatri¥22 individuals
- Sylvia atricapilla891 individuals

- Hirundo rustica601 individuals

- Sylvia melanocephala64 individuals.

The second derogation allows the hunting of qu@itturnix coturnixand of turtle doves
Streptopelia turtuduring the spring season (from 10 April to 20 Makfis derogation, issued
under Art. 9.1 (c), “to permit, under strictly supsed conditions and on a selective basis, the
capture, keeping or other judicious use of cetdids in small number”, grants 11.961 licences.

The number of specimens of the two hunted speaieX)07 is remarkably higher than in the
previous years, notwithstanding the Commission’snmivg letters, asking for the ban of spring
hunting of these species.

Species 2004 2006 2007
Coturnix coturnix2.544 15.115 24.675
Streptopelia turturl0.911 33.205 45.290

The third and the fourth derogations allow the aepbf quails and of turtle doves during spring

(from 26 March to 20 May) and autumn (1 SeptembeBl December) respectively. These

derogations, issued under Art. 9.1 (c), “to permitder strictly supervised conditions and on a
selective basis, the capture, keeping or otherciods use of certain birds in small number”,

grant each 4.399 licences. 18 quails and 115 tddiees were captured during the spring and 3
quails and 2 turtle doves during the autumn.

These two migratory birds return from Africa duriggring to breeding grounds in Europe, and
hence the period indicated in the derogation, atiegrto BirdLife International, overlaps with
the pre-nuptial migration season of the two spediég Birds directive prohibits hunting in this
period, because it takes place before birds hadeahehance to reproduce. The impact on bird
numbers is more significant than it would be inumh or winter, after the breeding season.
Those derogations have been subject to legal pdouge— see below.

The remarks’ field is filled out but it does notdinate the conditions of risk considered, the
circumstances of time and places under which démta may be granted and the controls
carried out. It is only limited to a statement thlé Birds Directive foresees a derogations
regime (“this activity has been permitted by detoga from Articles 5(a), 5(d), 8(1) in
connection with Annex IV (a) of the Council Direai 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild
Birds”).

It is to be noted that exceptionally Member Statesy allow the capture or killing of birds
covered by the Directive outside of the normal mghseason for a limited number of reasons,
but such derogations are to be granted only wherestrict conditions set out in the Wild Birds
Directive are met, first of all when there is nteatative solution.

The fifth derogation allows the capture Pluvialis apricariaand of Turdus philomelosluring
autumn (20 October to 31 December) respectivelye @hrogation, issued under Report on
derogations in 2007, Birds Directive 79/409/EECiélet 9 Art. 9.1 (c), “to permit, under strictly
supervised conditions and on a selective basiscépeure, keeping or other judicious use of
certain birds in small number”, grants 4.399 lieenc44Pluvialis apricaria and 10Turdus
philomeloswere captured.

The report from Malta uses the Commission’s format.
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Two out of the five derogations issued by the Madtgovernment could have a negative impact
on the birds population @oturnix coturnixand ofStreptopelia turtur

The European Commission started legal action agéiadta in 2006, sent the final warning

letter on October 2007 and took Malta to the Euamp€ourt of Justice on January 2008 for
allowing the hunting of quails and turtle dovesidgrspring (Case C-76/08). The Court gave its
ruling on 10 September 2009 concluding that thegtions for the spring hunting of the two
species,Coturnix coturnixand Streptopelia turtur,were in breach of Article 9 of the Birds

Directive in that they did not constitute an addquaolution strictly proportionate to the

Directive's objective of conservation of the speciehe Court noted that spring hunting would
be possible where the requirement of proportionpaitd the other requirements laid down in
Article 9 (1) were met.

2008 — 2009 — 2010

Malta

Relative Reports are not as yet available.

The FKNK has always stated that a derogation net¢d& applied to permit the live-capture of
the Golden Plover, huntablespecies listed on the relative “Birds” Directivéhedule, because it
stands by the Member State to decide the methodthé taking.

The fact that, in our opinion, an unnecessary dgrog was applied, only served to give an
unwarranted exposure to needless regulation oneaiesp that is listed aBuntablein the
Directive and thus hunted normally in the AutumnA¥&r season.

Finally, it should be noted that the ‘Birds’ Dire@ prohibits the use of nets when these can
cause birds to be taken in very large numbers, whemethod used is not selective and when

such use can cause the local disappearance drtietdd species. Causes, that are inexistent in
Malta’s case.
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Conclusions

Golden Plovers are common migrants and winteronsifrom October to March. However it
has to be pointed out that lately the trappinghefhird has only been permitted between tH2 20
October and the ftJanuary.

Based on counts for the years 2001 to 30€@#e annual average bag is of 1,890 birds shot and
trapped. This inconsiderable number should be eémtoigonvince anyone that the activities of
Malta’s hunters and trappers have no impact abmlthe conservation status of the Golden
Plover in Europe.

Furthermore, as explained, the population on passhgugh Malta isPluvialis apricaria
altifrons (Northern Europe breeding), which population i&garised as ‘probably increasing’.

The Golden Plover does not breed in the wild on Matese islands nor does it breed in
captivity.

Hereunder are listed reasons which should satifyjadicious use’ principle regarding the live-
capture of Golden Plovers:

For live-decoy future use

For call-birds future use

For tethered live-decoy future use

Keeping for their song

Companionship

Bird husbandry

Tradition of keeping birds in captivity (Treaty)

Anthropological aspect of keeping birds in capivit

Traditional practices and cultures need to be gatrded by each Member State (2003
Lisbon Treaty)

And Extract from the 2008 “Guidance document on tifignhunder the Birds Directive”
p.59:

3.5.23 9(1)(c)A fundamental question arises as fwether hunting can constitute a
"judicious use" for the purposes of Article 9(1)(cThis question has now been
answered by the Court in Case C-182/02 Ligue paur ptotection des oiseaux
and others. Based on previous case-lawl20, the tCostated that:

“It is clear from the foregoing that the hunting afild birds for recreational
purposes during the periods mentioned in Articled)7(of the Directive may
constitute a judicious use authorised by Articlel)@) of that directive, as do
the capture and sale of wild birds even outside hhmting season with a view
to keeping them for use as live decoys or to usitgm for recreational
purposes in fairs and markets”

Other points of interest:
The EU Management Plan lists the bird’s Winterirmgas of Primary Importance

On Malta these are, or rather were Malta’'s Inteomat Air-field, and al Far’'s ex-air field
From the former the birds are normally ‘scared awayvoid ‘airstrikes’

2 Carnet de ChassRecords
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On the latter, where up to 1989 around 300 goldeweps used to winter, a concrete factory
was built (now closed-down) which destroyed ovea8fes of virgin steppe land

The Golden Plover normally migrates at night, amg ¢hat may still be present in the
morning soon leave because of the lack of suitabletat as explained. This also applies to
day migrants which thus would normally over fly isnds

Golden Plovers in captivity have been known to ligeto 20 years. Their average life-span
in the wild is of 6 years

The FKNK repeats that a derogation need not beeapfd permit the live-capture of the Golden
Plover, ahuntablespecies listed on the relative “Birds” Directivéhedule, because it stands by
the Member State to decide the method/s for thagak

However, if government persists in applying a datmgm for autumn/winter live-capturing of the
golden plover, turtle dove, quail and song thruklen the following considerations have to be
taken into account:

A special licence is to be issued

Anybody over the age of 18 years should be eligibleurchase the special licence

The special licence may be applicable for othantablespecies that were traditionally live-
captured

A similar special licence can be issued for theliappon of another derogation for the
traditional live-capture of the seven finch species

LF — 18 June 2011
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Annexes

An Atlas of Wader Populations in Africa and Western Eurasia

Eurasian Golden Plover

Pluvialis apricaria

Key sites

High IWC counts

Max. count Max. count

@  7230- 10000 o 15-150

@ 10001 - 15000 ® 151-7%0

@ 751-1500
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@ 20001 - 30000
f’HJ. 30001 - 100000
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No population estimate
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altifrons (N Europe (br))
1% threshold 7,500

- apricara
1% threshold 1,750
Breeding

V777 Non breeding

/ * Present all year

7

e
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R —————
of the population of aftifrons wintering in Western Europe and
North-west Africa (Thorup 2006).

.
Birds from the Taymyr region, forming the most easterly
population, possibly journey across Western Siberia and
Kazakhstan, and also south along the Yenisey River across
the taiga towards the Caspian Sea (Piersma & Wiersma
1996). From there, many probably go westwards into the
Black Sea region and eastern Mediterranean (Byrkjedal &
Thompson 1998). The degree to which these birds from
breeding areas east of the Urals mix with European breeders
in wintering areas in southern Europe and North Africa
remains unclear.

Adults from northern continental breeding populations of
altifrons vacate the breeding quarters in August, with the
females leaving first; juveniles migrate later, in late August

to late September (Meltofte 1993). Birds arrive in southern
wintering areas mainly in October to November. Adults moult
en route, during August to November, especially in the region
from Denmark to Schleswig-Holstein (Byrkjedal & Thompson
1998). The number of Eurasian Golden Plovers staging

and moulting in Denmark has more than doubled since the
species was protected from shooting in 1983, so that they
now number in the order of 380,000 individuals (Rasmussen
2007). Northward passage begins in mid-February, and peaks
in April and early May, with arrivals on the breeding grounds
from late May to early June (del Hoyo ef al. 1996, Byrkjedal
& Thompson 1998). Spring migration occurs on a broad front
over Europe. many altifrons returning via the same routes
used in autumn. A larger proportion in spring than in autumn
apparently {lies over the Mediterranean basin to the south
Russian plains (Byrkjedal & Thompson 1998), subsequentiy
moving north to the European sub-arctic. Other birds pass
through north-western Kazakhstan, probably on a narrower
front, on their way north to the Siberian breeding grounds.
Dutch ringing data suggest that the spring and autumn
migrations follow similar routes, with birds showing a high
degree of site fidelity (Arjo Bunskoeke, Jan Hulscher et al. in
litt.).

In comparison with aftifrons, P. a. apricaria is only a short-
distance migrant, most birds wintering in lowland areas fairly
close to their breeding grounds except during periods of
severe weather (Hayman et al. 1986). The key site West-
Rigen - Bock — DarR-Zingst Peninsulas (NE-Germany)

is an important moulting area for adult apricaria from the
Baltic. 2.000-3.000 individuals moult there annually (about
10 % of the regional breeding population), followed by
several thousand altifrons, moulting the same wing feathers
at the same place in September (Kube ef al. 1994). British-
ringed apricaria have been recovered aimost entirely within
Britain, with a few in south-western France and Portugal, and
nene in ireland (Cramp & Simmons 1983). Should there be
cold weather at any time between November and January,
Britain plays host to birds moving from Denmark and The
Netherlands (Jukema & Hulscher 1988). These, plus British
and lrish birds, may then move south to France and Iberia
should the cold conditions persist. Many move quickly back
to areas vacated when mild conditions return (Kirby & Lack
1993). In Britain and Irefand, apricaria may reoccupy breeding
sites as early as February if the weather permits. Here, most
individuals abandon their breeding sites by late July.

The overall delineation between the flyways of P, apricaria
may not in fact be so clear. For example, ringing recoveries
in Morocco include birds from Belgium, Britain, Denmark.
Finland, Iceland, The Netherlands and Norway (Thévenot et
al. 2003), thus involving at least two populations and both

W treaens merasas cerazgae oo

Denmark have been recovered east of the Urals, indicating
that birds from the easternmost breeding populations may
penetrate well into Europe (Byrkjedal & Thompson 1988). It
appears that all populations may mix - to an unknown degree
- in Iberia, the Mediterranean and North Africa, especially
when severe weather forces birds further to the south and
west (Crick 1997}

L R,

Population limits

Four main groups can be identified on the basis of their
breeding areas:

1) allifrons breeding in Iceland, the Faeroes and marginally
also in Greenland and north-eastern Canada, and wintering
mainly in Ireland and Britain, with smaller numbers in the Low
Countries, France, Iberia and North-west Africa:

2) altifrons breeding from northern Norway east to the Ural
Mountains (60°E}, and wintering mainly in western and
southern continental Europe and North-west Africa (Morocco
to Tunisia, south sparingly to Mauritania);

3) allifrons breeding in western and north-central Siberia from
the Urals east to 125°E, and wintering in the Caspian region
and probably also Asia Minor and the eastern Mediterranean;
4) the more southerly apricaria, breeding in Britain, Ireland,
southern Norway, southern Sweden, Denmark, Germany and
the Baitic States, and wintering in North-west Europe.

Because of the extensive mixing of birds from populations

1. 2 and 4 on their wintering grounds, the first two editions

of Waterbird Population Estimates treated all these birds as
belonging to a single large “North-west European” population.
Despite this extensive overlap, treatment of the “North-west
European” birds as three separate populations wouid seem to
be more appropriate on account of differences in plumage and
population trends between northern (altifrons) and southern
(apricaria) breeders, and in migration routes of the Icelandic/
Faeroese and Scandinavian/Russian birds. Thorup (2006)
and Stroud et al. (2004) recognised these three populations in
Europe, and this treatment was adopted in WPE3 and WPE4,
which thus recognise four populations of Eurasian Golden
Plover.

Populiation size

Population estimation based on winter census data is
currently impractical given the extensive mixing amongst
populations and considerable gaps in coverage for this
species. The extensive use by this species of inland, non-
wetland sites at this season is also problematical, and a high
proportion are missed by waterbird counts. Breeding census
data, albeit crude, provide some insights into likely population
sizes.

1. altifrons Iceland & Faeroes (breeding)

1% threshold
9,300

Population trend
Probably increasing

Population estimate

930,00

A late 1980s estimate of the breeding altifrons population

in fceland was 200,000-300,000 pairs (Koskimies 1993),

and from this Wetlands International (2000) estimated the
population size to be 750,000 (i.e. three times the mid-point of
Koskimies's estimate). More recently, Gudmundsson (2002)
assessed the population at 310,000 pairs during 1898-2001.
When the small numbers of birds breeding in the Faeroes and
Greenland are taken into account, this indicates a population
size of about 932,000 birds in winter. This estimate, rounded

181
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